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REPCRT OF THE CIVIL ATROMAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of an Aceident Involving Aircraft
During a Local Sighitseeing Flight

an accident which occurred near the Ilunicipal Aarport, Lakeview, Qregon,
about 5115 p.m. on September 6, 1943, resulted in fatal injuries to Passen-
ger George Collins; serious injuries to Passenger Tlaine Ellison and Pilot
Clifford "xlliam Hogue; and minor injuries to Passaenger Donald Cogburn.
Passengers Betly Snider, John Snider, and Cyrus McColgin, Jr., escaped in-
Jury. Hogue held a commercial pirlot certificate vath single-engine land,
0-805 h.p., and flight instructor ratings. e had flown appreoxaimately
1375 solo hours, 42 of which were in the type of airplane involved. The
awrerait, a Consoliadated Fleetster Special 17, Type 2H, NC 731lf, cwned by
Louzs Soukup, was destroyed by impact and fire.

Pilot Hegue, an employee of Soukup, secured the local passenger-carry-—
g concession at Lakeview during a three-day Labor Day celebration and
rodeo. Abeut 5:00 p.r., on Septermber 6, six passengers boarded the plane
for the usual ten to tivelve minute flight and as there was seating capac~
1ty for only five passengers, Tt scheol boys (ages 14 and 16) shared the
copilot's seal 1n the cockpit, and the pilot took off on hais 65tn passenger
flight of thas operation. Approxirately ten minutes later, while at an
altitude of 1200 feet sone 4 wmiles easi of the airport, the left rudaer
peasl, inthout warning or eicessive prissure beiny, applied, fell forward to
the floor. Realizang tnet ne vas 1zinot left rucder comtrol, the pilot
experimented 1n turning left and right vaile caircling the airport and {ind-
ing he could do so by use of tae aileron, he prepared to atiempi a landing
or the axrport. He told the two boys cccup ang the right seat in the cock—
pit to go to the rear of the canin and "nold taght." Because of the like-
lihood of groundlooping, the pilot elected to land botween the surfaced
runways end descended teo atout 5C feet above the ground to examine the con-
dition of the field. At the far end of the airport he pulled up to an
altitude of around 200 fect and about thms time one of the passengers called
the pilot's attentaion to smok. coming into the rear ol the cabin, Hogue
locked around, gave one of the passengers a fire oxtinguisher to usc, then
made an immediate landing on the open prairie, parallel to a long, narrou,
weter~f11ke d ravine. Atbtempts to extinguish the flames in the baggage com~
partment vers unsuccessful and the intensity of the fire increased untal
the wall betircen the cabin and bagpage corpartment was aflame. During the
lancing roll, Passcnger Cogburn broke and crawlcu throush a wandow onto the
left wang, wnile Passengers Cyrus MeColgin, Botty Snider and Jolm Snider
crawled through the cockpat hatch, also out on the I.ft wing. The prlot
gtated that when the wheels touchea the ground he furned off the ignitaon
and released the fire extinguisher in the engine compartrint. The airplanc
rolled straight until the speed was reduced to about 10 n.p.h., afisr which
1t veered to the right, rolled into a shallow water hole and nosed over,
thromng the four passengers on the left wing to the ground. It came to rest
en the nose ard landing gear at an angle of about 45%. The zire in the bag-
gage compartmont rendered the door in thoe rear of the cabin unusable and
the two remaining passengers, severely burned, =scaped with the assistance
af the pilot through the cucrgener hatch an the cockpzt.
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Examination of the left rudder conirol revealed tnat 1t had parted
due to a local application of high temperature, apparentlv caused by arcing
from an unattached, spare 12-volt storage baltery v hach the pilot was
carrying in the baggage compartment. gSecveral sheets of newspaper had been
placed on top of this battery and the edges tucked between the homemade
coverless case and the sides of the battery. The floor boards of the bag~
gage compartment were not rigidly held an place, The pilot stated that he
inspected this corpartment about an hour before the aceident and founa the
battery in place on the floor, along with twoe small canvas rolls of
mechanics tools. He said there was no severe air turbulence experienced
after this inspection, nor did he make any rough landings. The tail whecl
of the subject aircraft 1s the non-stecrable type and the pilet reportedly
made a practice of turning the airplanc by applying brakes and, waith the
controls ferward, blasting the <ngine to Lift the tail arcund. It i1s
possible that this action rney have upset the battery and allowed 1%t to
fell through the unsecured flcor boards on top of the rudder cable,

PROBARLL CAUSE: Fare in the airplane resulting from arcing of lhe storage
battery by a rudder contrel cable, .

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS: 1. Carelcssness of thne pilot in carrywng a spare
unseeured battery in the aircraft,

2. Loss of loft rudder control which delecyed

emgrgency landing, allowing the intensity of tne fire to
1ngrease,
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